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DeVoto, Bernard. The Year Decision 1846. 
Brown. March 23, 1943. 538p. $3.50. 


There was, 1846, advancing American frontier 
the West and were war with Mexico; 
there was American-made revolution California 
and further American push into Oregon; there were 
some starry-eyed souls trying out new Utopia Brook 
Farm; and new factories springing along the Con- 
necticut; there was Henry Thoreau, meditating serenely 
Walden, and Brigham Young leading his holy forlorn 
hope the great salt flats; there was, brief, Young 
America who, like the boy the poem, was thinking 
strange, deep thoughts, chief which, perhaps, was that 
the mysterious, beckoning West, “stark, terrible, beau- 
tiful the heart’s desire, snow the peaks, infinite 
green and the night stars” (p. 48). 


Mr. DeVoto has done two things this set facts: 
has, with admirable technique, woven them together into 
single tapestry; and has put astride the facts the 
human nature which produced conditioned 
them. 


Taking image from astronomy (so popular the 
describes the energies which “were drawing 
the United States out shape 1846} theory tells 
the earth swelled out lump when the moon was 
born” (p. 221). Martian had gazen earthward 
the Year Decision, would have beheld 


the First Republic process transformation 
the Empire forces which moved within parallelo- 
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gram. would have noted the armies working south, 
the fissures raveling across Congress, the American 
System building the factories Elias Howe and Samuel 
Colt and Cyrus McCormick, and long line now- 
faded whitetops moving west (p. 221). 


The author has succeeded consummately getting 
“under the skins” the people who went West 
spreads their human feelings, and hopes and joys and 
tragedies across his pages, and incarnates their spirit 
such sentences these: 


They had answer the tug, push over the ridge, 
man. And free man... {The} odyssey the 
man buckskins who would not commanded... 
God had set the desert their (p. 67). 


And, weaving gently through the whole story, are the 
silver undertones Stephen Foster, the singer who 
perfectly expressed the spirit his fellow-Americans 
the There “Jeanie with her light brown hair 
floating like vapor the soft summer air,” and Susanna 
(“de buckwheat cake was her mouth, tear was 
her eye, and was off Alabama wid his banjo his 
knee”), and—more cannot work before 
tomorrow cayse tear drop flow good-night, old 
Kentucky home, good-night, good-night.” 


All, course, was not moonlight and roses this ex- 
panding America the mid-century. What the cold 
hard imperialism Mr. Polk and his Mexican War, and 
the opéra bouffe operations such generals Zachary 
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Taylor, moving surprisingly victory “in welter 
collapsing transportation”? (p. 196). And what the 
histrionics John Charles Frémont “freeing” Cali- 
fornia, and the stark tragedy the pioneering Donner 
families, starving the snows just short their goal? 
None these aspects the story does the author neglect, 
and there none them which does not make more 
significant and real. 


The following are minor excellences the volume: 


long over-due “de-bunking” Justin Smith (The 
War With Mexico) trustworthy interpreter 
his undoubtedly massive array facts (p. 524). 


searching analysis Thoreau’s “new realism,” 
which apparently had decided that Government 
was, some transcendental manner, essentially 
opposed the new freedom expressing itself 
westward expansion (pp. 210-214). 


very unprejudiced description the pleasing 
effect produced Kearny’s California conquerors 
Catholic Spanish culture (pp. 332-337). 


The stressing the sober fact that the expansion 
empire led straight the disruption em- 
pire 

All great story truly pregnant and decisive 
moment our national history. The signal achieve- 
ment the author have told the story with rare im- 
aginative power, based wealth solid and accurate 
research. Though done rather massive detail, the 
volume recommended for the general reader, who will 
surely won the ease and charm great stylist. 
should required reading for students who love 
finger the rough but beautiful texture the Young 
America the mid-forties. 


Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Catholic Book Club---March 
Reilly, Joseph Books and Men. Messner, March, 
1942. 273p. $2.75. 


When “book essays” appears the description any 
volume, instinctive reluctance read born the 
mind the untutored, the ordinary lay reader. But 
Joseph Reilly his Books and Men presents collec- 
tion personal appraisals number authors, con- 
temporary well those the past, whose works will 
live forever the hearts men. 

Unlike many biographers, Mr. Reilly writes his favorite 
authors manner that instills the minds the 
uninformed desire know more fully each the 
characters described and his works. One conscious 
Mr. Reilly’s artistry throughout the book, his evident 
understanding and enjoyment the best the field 
literature, his choice excerpts from the works the 
authors treated, and his personal intimate estimate the 
value each one’s contribution the world letters— 
all these have made this book most valuable acquisition 
the reading experience those who courageously 
ignore the usual formal “reviews” given such volume. 


Throughout the chapters, one after another, new vistas 
for the reader’s appreciation and delight are exposed, 
and acquaintances are made anew renewed with 
Maurice Baring, Agnes Repplier, Willa Cather, 
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Chesterton, Thomas Hardy, Barrie, Charles Lamb, 
St. Thomas More and many other personages. 
The fact that Books and Men will not achieve the 
deplored, but common with most gifted and distin- 
guished authors, Mr. Reilly writes for his contemporaries 
the field literature that himself thoroughly enjoys, 
and one feels expects repercussions from them alone. 
The “man the street” will miss the train—one fears 
will not open the pages—as yet not equipped 
with background knowledge experience enable 
him appreciate this galaxy men and women whose 
writings have left indelible impressions the literature 
the world. 
The book recommended for adults because the style 
and diction are too difficult for children and adolescents. 
Bertha Winter Mahoney, 
Book Mark, Erie, Pa. 


Sheean, Vincent. Between the Thunder and the Sun. 
Random House, March 26, $3.00. 


This book one more addition the five foot shelf 
war books already written the correspondents. 
covers wide range territory geographically, starting 
the Salzburg music festival 1935; then switching 
Cannes for visit with Miss Maxine Elliott, former 
American actress and his wife’s aunt; and later Paris, 
England, the United States, back England again; 
then back the United States, and from there the 
Far East, with stress upon life Chungking, and finally 
back the United States, just formally entered 
the war, December 1941. 


There unfortunately much the book that trivial, 
and also considerable amount interpretation and 
summarization unacceptable some readers. For ex- 
ample, many pages are wasted telling the unimportant 
activities Maxine Elliott and her household. Even 
Kiki, the pet monkey, receives considerable mention. 
The author seems take childish delight being 
identified with some the guests the Elliott chateau. 
one ooccasion, Winston Churchill presented 
saying Miss Elliott, ‘My dear Maxine, you have 
idea how easy travel without servant. came 
here all the way from London and was quite 
(p.42). another occasion, writes, remember 
Mr. Lloyd George standing the marble steps below 
that portrait [of Maxine Elliott] and looking up, like 
schoolboy the changing the guard, saying over and 
over again: ‘By Jove! (p.52). There much 
more this adolescent writing the book. 

Since, everyone knows who all acquainted with 
the writings Sheean, the author unalterably opposed 
anything that even remotely resembles Fascism, and 
very much sympathy with anything that resembles 
Communism, although calls himself socialist (p.238), 
find the strictures the French government 
1940 and subsequently, very severe. was his 
conclusion that the “corruption, incompetence, and con- 
fusion” the French government May 1940 were 
due largely the influence disreputable women the 
government (p.108). Sheean’s attitude toward religion 
general made clear incident May 19, 1940, 
when and Knickerbocker were passing Notre 
Dame, Paris. Sheean suggested that they stop and 
inquire the ceremonies apparently taking place the 
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cathedral. Knickerbocker vetoed the suggestion, saying, 
trouble with you religion. suppose you want 
and pray.’ denied this with vigor and went 
the Embassy” (p.146). the Catholic 
Church France, writes, “The Church has been 
friend the Republic. had frowned upon its first 
struggling ideas before 1789, had opposed its course for 
century and half and was now, certain places and 
times not all, fully associated with the enemies 
freedom. For centuries had burned and flayed, where 
could, the protagonists Liberty, Fraternity, Equal- 
ity” (p.150). Unfortunately this same type ignorance 
evident many pages the book. may assume 
that the author can read, but there tangible evi- 
dence that has done so, with reference any involved 
problem. 

Although Sheean professes democrat, advo- 
cated the abolition the presidential election this 
country 1940, thereby adopting favorite device 
among Fascists and Communists for public 
opinion (p.257). Definitely favoring our intervention 
the war, was dissatisfied with both Mr. Roosevelt 
and Mr. Willkie, neither whom campaigned upon 
interventionist platform (p.265). While England 
spent much time with Maisky, the Russian ambassador, 
although Russian foreign policy receives some criticism. 
The author still deploring the outcome the Spanish 
civil war, since seems still under the delusion 
that the republic there was really democratic. dis- 
likes Finland, apparently because Finland 
against Russian aggression. admits there democ- 
racy China (p.349). deplored our lack equip- 
ment the Philippines and our other island outposts, 
feeling that the diplomatic tension grew, our military 
preparations should have received greater consideration. 
Few will disagree with him that point. general, 
however, more impartial reporting and writing are needed 
this crisis, than that found Between the Thunder 


and the Sun. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D. 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Avery Hopwood Award 


McCormick, Jay. November Storm. Doubleday Doran, 
Feb. 19, 1943. 339p. $2.50. 


Jay McCormick’s November Storm another those 
minor psychological novels which seem vogue 
nowadays the recipients various literary prize awards. 
Naturally certain elements will laud such book the 
very heavens but this reviewer must confess his lack 
enthusiasm for material this sort because the con- 
fused thinking with which usually permeated and 
because the indefiniteness its conclusions. The 
present book the story teen age boy who discovers 
himself and reaches maturity when thrown into the 
company group Great Lakes sailors the late 


Stunned the sudden death his parents young Sean 
Riley drifts about aimlessly the company Whitey, 
wise, cynical and self-sufficient gambler. Sean becoming 
introspective develops loneliness, fear people, loses 
self-confidence and knows goal life. overcome 
this Whitey obtains him job deckhand Great 
Lakes collier where thrown into mixed company 
whose actions, motives and relationship observes. 


McCormick Seeley 


sees the extrovert Jim Tyrell who takes all men face 
value but himself drifter; there Julius Starr, the cap- 
tain who possesses power and understands men but 
inexpressibly lonely and finds satisfaction only drink; 
there the faded Stella Forrester who looks always for 
romance but succeeds only achieving everwidening 
distribution her sexual favors; there Arch, the mate, 
who ambitious succeed Julius Starr but afraid his 
own incompetence and who finally achieves full stature 
the performance his duty; there the Weasel, 
puerile and frightened, Anchor, old seaman obsessed 
with the possibility his wife’s infidelity, and other char- 
acters too minor mention. 


The action rather minor and incidental the psycho- 
logical observation. The boat pursues her normal course 
during single summer season during which the men 
work, play and reveal their strong and weak points 
Sean’s commits the perfect crime 
when kills the Weasel punishment for the latter’s 
semi-rape ignorant Polish The climax comes 
the late fall when Starr vainly takes the boat into 
Lake storm which wrecked. During the stress 
the storm the characters the individuals stand out 
more clearly and when all over Sean has discovered 
rather simple truth—that one must have series 
goals life and work toward them. His first duty 
return and care for Whitey who Sean’s absence has 
contracted tuberculosis and this does the story ends. 


the presentation its main theme November Storm 
offers little interest conviction. There nothing 
objectionable about the theme but the book itself 
there little positive value. The inclusion 
much unnecessary profanity and the almost inevitable 
quota illicit sex renders the book unsuitable for 
recommendation. 


Crime Club---March Selection 


Seeley, Mabel. Eleven Came Back. Crime Club, March 
1943. 270p. $2.00. 


Dane and Martha Chapple owned half small but 
rising radio station. Suddenly their roseate future was 
beclouded when partner George Talbot informed them, 
via long-distance from Western due ranch, his deci- 
sion sell. Following hurried trip the ranch came 
series fruitless attempts force reversal decision 
from George with all their efforts blocked power- 
mad, ruthless Delphine Huddleston Parent, the future 
co-owner. Then midnight picnic twelve rode forth 
their horses; during game hide-and-seek the 
mountainous country one person fell was pushed over 
high bridge. The coroner’s verdict was suicide. Other 
events such the crude drawing vulture over 
picture Delphine and the shaving her Indian hus- 
band’s head (both signs her approaching death) 
pointed toward past and future violence which coming 
events justified. 


course the murderer discovered but cleverly 
disposed the evidence. Certain his guilt, some mem- 
bers the party planted sand burr under the horse’s 
saddle that when mounted, the horse bolted and 
the sheriff (not party the plot) shot him. This 
assumption the rights justice unauthorized indi- 
viduals constitutes the only blemish 
excellent story suspense and mystery. 


Lodwick Redmond Smith 
‘Dodd, Mead $1,000 War Novel Prize Winner 


Lodwick, John. Running Paradise. Dodd, Mead. March, 
1943. 381p. $2.75. 

theme current fiction and non-fiction World War 
becoming increasingly popular. are still too close 
the War expect any definitive treatments, even 
phases that now seem complete yet fairly safe for 
novelist choose one the static completed phases. 
This John Lodwick has done novel about the fall 
France during the summer 1940. 


Adrian Dormant, Philip Dumble and Bollard were three 
English and American adventurers who had joined the 
Foreign Legion and found themselves the front lines 
that summer 1940 when the Germans were overrun- 
ning western Europe. The first half the novel takes 
the reader the battlefront, observation posts, along 
the line march and retreat, and shows the life 
the soldiers close quarters. portrayed here the mili- 
tary inefficiency shown lack responsibility and knowl- 
edge the officers and insufficient and inadequate 
equipment are enough explain France’s fate. The 
major value Return Paradise this overdrawn, 
cynical yet seemingly correct description the French 
military and civilian bureaucrats, the distrust the 
British the French, and the lack faith and solidity 
both French soldiers and civilians. 


the second half follow closely the picaresque 
adventures Dormant, particularly his experiences 
German and French prisons. few these might 
slight interest; most are concerned with wine-drinking 
and excursions into The amount filth 
and profanity these 381 pages almost unbelievable. 
Countless similes are drawn from illicit sexual experi- 
ences and double barbed shafts against religion, particu- 
larly Catholicism, are very frequent. can agree with 
the author when says, “an open can singu- 
larlyly represent open drain.” has 
poured everything into this book. particular instances 
cite the scene with the girl Mady (p. 250 and passim), 
sentences circa 45-46, and 95, and the description 
Hegarty one who “was not naturally oversexed; 
merely suffered from Jesuit upbringing and profound 
belief that the future the world lay the expansion 
its population,” the latter accomplished outside 
the marriage bonds. 

unfortunate that the author did not confine himself 
the fall France and the reasons for it. That seems 
have been his original intention before shifted 
the purely picaresque. Because the large proportion 
vulgarity and obscenity cannot recommend 


any class reader. 


Redmond, Juanita, Lieutenant, A.N.C. Served Ba- 
taan. Lippincott, March 10, 1943. 167p. $1.75. 


Served Bataan the human story behind the im- 
personal newspaper accounts the heroic struggle 
American and Filipino forces against the overwhelming 
Japanese attack that cut off supply lines and made re- 
enforcement impossible and defeat inevitable arms and 
medicine diminished were destroyed. 

Written one the nurses who attended the wounded 


Bataan and Corregidor, the story reveals the real hor- 
rors war experienced those who pay the price 
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every advance retreat, which the noncombatant 
home eagerly but often dispassionately follows the 
technical outlines maps correspondents’ reports. 


There much the telling that will edify the reader: 
the bravery the men who resisted hopefully their hope- 
less plight; the courage women like Lieutenant Red- 
mond, who, without benefit hospital proper medical 
equipment, had meet the most urgent emergencies 
and bring relief and encouragement patients even 
the midst the shock unrelenting and ruthless bom- 
bardment that did not spare the unprotected quarters 
marked with the red cross; the humane treatment ex- 
tended the wounded Japanese soldier who fell into 
the hands the Allies; and the strengthening the 
bonds that kept all close together they faced com- 
mon danger and made each one solicitous for the safety 
the other. 

There much that sickening, too. The cold ruthless- 
ness enemy obsessed selfish ideal; the lust for 
killing which extends even destruction the helpless 
and hopelessly wounded; and the hatred that makes man 
forgetful his own dignity, and intent bringing 
misery and suffering his fellow man. 


The author writes her account calmly without any trace 
hysteria. Fortunate having been among those evacu- 
ated before the fall their defenses, Lieutenant Redmond 
once more this country, and the call those who 
frantically seek news the boys she served, and engaged 
the Army hospital Lakeland, Florida; but her 
thoughts are still with the friends who are now the 
prisoners the Japanese. The book recommended for 


general reading. 


Smith, Allen. Life Putty Knife Factory. Double- 
day Doran, March 1943. 296p. $2.00. 


This reviewer will refrain from punning the author’s 
assertion that his present book Life Putty Knife 
Factory came out cheese box because the conclusions 
are too obvious. Mr. Smith, according the cover 
blurb, rapidly achieving reputation the “screw- 
ball’s because his penchant for chronicling 
anecdotes the lunatic fringe for exaggerating out 
all perspective the occasional quirks 
found plain, garden variety, ordinary people. Written 
modern variant the old Puckish vein “What fools 
mortals be” the book what one might expect 
rather cynical, self-interested newspaper man who not 
only home but seemingly approves the type life 
writes about. 


his present book Mr. Smith again wanders aimlessly 
about through the human race digging odd characters 
and incidents here and there but the main confining 
himself newspapermen, authors and others that 
ilk. material gathered from his own experiences 
and includes essays practical joking, wild liars, drink- 
ing, becoming author, thoughts columnist, inter- 
viewing Hollywoodians, etc. One might say that Mr. 
Smith’s effusions could classified humorous essays 
but then one must also say that the humor forced and 
labored, not all spontaneous. most cases the 
humor the wise crack, the smart retort, the knowing 
wink, the sardonically lifted eyebrow—a far cry from the 
true and valuable humor human life. 
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Throughout the book are found many instances the 
unnecessary use profanity (pp. 80, 102, 109), many 
vulgarities (pp. 76, 186) together with suggestive and 
semi-obscene material (pp. 144, 157, 270). Because 
the inclusion this material book whose highest 
boast rather low form humor the reviewer feels 
that should not recommended any class reader. 


Hersey, John. Into the Valley. Alfred Knopf. Feb. 
1943. 211p. $2.00. 


“On the eighth day October the first year our 
war, went down into valley with Captain Charles 
Rigaud the United States Marines. small skirmish 
took place down there. The valley was Guadalcanal 
Island, but might have been anywhere. The skirmish 
was just episode insignificant battle. The whole 
battle, which lasted three days, did not bring much 
reward our arms several other battles that island 
and elsewhere have done. But the battle, and especially 
the skirmish with Rigaud, illustrated how war feels 
men everywhere. The terrain, the weapons and the races 
war vary, but certainly never the sensations, except 
degree, for they are universal those love. This 
book attempt capture the feelings Rigaud, his 
men, and myself when went into that jungle valley. 
people the homes could feel those feelings for 
hour, even just know about them, think would 
inch two closer winning the war and trying 
make the peace permanent.” These words the 
author tell more clearly and simply the nature the 
book than any reviewer could ever and are quoted 
with that purpose mind. 


There little the story element Into the Valley. 
Early one morning John Hersey went down from clean 
sky-bathed ridge into murky and loathesome jungle, 
into enemy country, with Captain Rigaud and the 
Marines. Their orders were force crossing the 
Matanikau River support other movements designed 
strengthen weak point the American lines. 
they down into the jungle and travel towards their 
objective Mr. Hersey describes his sensations and the un- 
reality the war forced upon him 
when the crossing the Americans are completely 
boxed from carefully prepared Jap emplacements and 
their position rendered absolutely untenable. Upon see- 
ing their danger the men break slightly and begin spon- 
taneous retreat, checked immediately Captain Rigaud, 
who then removes them orderly manner from the 
field battle. The way back difficult especially for 
the walking wounded whom Mr. Hersey assists but that 
night they reach their ridge headquarters 
cally prepare for future activity. 


There are many very fine points illustrated this short 
book. Most impressive the utterly faithful reality 
description the scene, details action, emotions and 
reactions. There neither glory nor glamor war but 
merely stark picture its real nature. The men are 
typical Americans, above all human beings, fighting for 
their homes and the things these homes mean and trying 
finish foul job soon possible. Their courage 
not spectacular and foolhardy nor are they overly de- 
pressed their defeat. Captain Rigaud fine char- 
acter, careful his troops, real leader and good 
American. Ably praised the heroism the medical 
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corps men who risk unarmed more than the ordinary peril 
and well pictured the behavior the wounded. There 
slight smattering profanity but not used un- 
necessarily for effect, only occurred the heat 
battle. Parts the book seem too realistic for adolescents 
and its recommendation should restricted the adult 
type reader. 


Allen, Hervey. The Forest and the Fort. Farrar Rine- 
hart, March 25, 1943. 344p. $2.50. 


Again over period years Hervey Allen has labored 
and what has brought forth only time will tell for the 
publishers seem chary putting out those overly long 
novels and are feeding this book readable portions 
them exact. Later the six are com- 
bined into two volumes, the two finally published 
one novel, entitled The Disinherited. The Forest and 
the Fort ranks the first book volume one The 
Disinherited. Each book separate story itself 
but all will tied together through the main character. 
Salathiel Albine, whose life and loves the book will prob- 
ably portray against background American Colonial 
history from approximately 1740 until some time the 
nineteenth century. 


The Forest and the Fort Mr. Allen tells the story 
the early life Salathiel Albine. begin with short 
account his nearest ancestors merely show how 
Lemuel Albine after quarrelling with that Gospel-pound- 
ing New England divine, Abijah Albine, his father, took 
unto himself Irish wife and settled the wilds 
western Pennsylvania though the King’s proclamation for- 
bade theoretically and the Indians came close making 
the letter the proclamation actuality. There circa 
1743 Salathiel was born and lived the life frontier 
baby until was five six when potential menace be- 
came actual—his parents were killed Indian raid 
while Sal was taken captive and adopted their killer, 
Kaysinata, the Big Turtle, sub-chief the Shawnees. 


For almost fifteen years Salathiel lived with the Shawnees 
becoming almost completely Indian the process with 
the white man him almost totally submerged but never 
entirely eradicated. His education was the hands 
Kaysinata and the latter’s brother, Nymwha, who had 
great authority medicine man. Nymwha recognized 
the impossibility turning white into red and the inevi- 
table victory the white man over both forest and 
Indian. And about 1760 when Salathiel, the Little 
Turtle was known, was his late teens the two 
Indians encouraged his education white man’s ways 
the hands the Reverend James McArdle, Protes- 
tant missionary. and McArdle journeyed 
through Ohio, and Indiana, through the lands 
the Shawnees and the Illinois collecting information 
the number whites captured the Indians and gaining 
impression the vast resources the new world. 
1762 when was almost twenty Salathiel was ready 
join the English and with Kaysinata’s and Nymwha’s 
guidance finally reached Fort Pitt during the siege 
1763 with two English soldiers and complete lists the 
Indian’s captives his passport. the trip the fort 
was married Jane Sligo, captive with whom 
had bedded innocently during the journey. entering 
the fort Salathiel had leave Jane behind and when 


returned look for her she was gone and hear 
more her during this book. 


The primitive frontier post was revelation Salathiel 
but his natural ability enabled him fit quite well 
although humorously strange combination edu- 
cation and naivete. early came the attention 
Captain Simeon Ecuyer Swiss and professional 
soldier who commanded the frontier under Colonel 
Bouquet. Simeon Ecuyer easily the most noteworthy 
character the entire book. efficient, loyal, just, 
kindly, serving his master loyally yet helping the subject, 
shrewd and just his estimates men and evolving 
formulae solve the problems they present. Although 
mortally ill Captain Ecuyer carried his duty efficiently 
and successfully even against the greatest odds. 
Allen has created character who outstrips far 
Salathiel Albine although course the Captain may 
soon die whereas Salathiel still far from having reached 
his full development. 


Life the besieged fort goes with Salathiel becoming 
Ecuyer’s valet but not his servant. The distinction 
clear—Salathiel cares for him and executes his orders 
because can and wants rather than spirit 
This the independent American con- 
trasted the class-conscious European. Mr. Allen shows 
quite definitely many places the development the 
independent American spirit and the founding that 
spirit the ownership the land that was everywhere 
abundance. While the fort Salathiel bundled with 
Bustle McQuiston who gulled him beautifully insofar 
actual sex was concerned until she went East with young 
lieutenant. However Bustle due return and may 
expect with confidence the resumption relations be- 
tween her and Salathiel. 


After the lifting the siege Bouquet prepares expedi- 
tion destroy the Indian villages the Ohio valley and, 
secure his communications, commissions Ecuyer 
supervise the entire frontier and keep order. Pain- 
fully wounded and growing weaker every day travels 
about special wagon and rallies sufficiently two occa- 
sions—once salvage Fort Ligonier and again balk the 
schemes Arthur St. Clair and the Quaker trader, Mr. 
Japson. These two are engaged selling ammunition 
the Indians well rum. 

Fort Ligonier Ecuyer and Salathiel find drunken 
ensign charge, the Highlanders and militia odds, the 
equipment stolen and missing with the fort passing rapidly 
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under the sway St. Clair. deals out justice, 
restores morale and re-equips the garrison the expense 
Japson who had been charge the original swind- 
ling. St. Clair has grant the Ligonier area from the 
Penns and plans settle despite the King’s proclama- 
tion. There both evil and good the actions St. 
Clair and Japson since they fight the King order 
develop the rich land about them freedom. 
clever stratagem captures their trade goods and places 
them position where can strike bargain allowing 
them settle their promise that they will not trade 
with the Indians. course Salathiel has been Ecuyer’s 
instrument all this has been also young Scottish 
lawyer, Edward Yancey, illegitimate son the Duke 
Hamilton and exiled the new world make his destiny 
the legal representative the Penns. The present 
installment ends when Ecuyer and Salathiel ride into Fort 
Bedford where under Simeon’s guidance new phase 
life about open for Salathiel Albine. 


Mr. Allen has given the first portion fascinating 
and gripping historical novel. Above all else this 
story, story action against colonial and Indian back- 
ground, yet nevertheless the author gives quite definite 
and sometimes valuable ideas the causes and develop- 
ment that background. still too early predict 
what the final verdict the book will and until then 
one can only reserve judgment its complete nature. 
Suffice say that the author far maintains neither 
objectionable philosophy nor ideas and tha while there 
the occasional use profanity and vulgarity and even 
the promise illegitimate sex come still the present 
book may safely recommended adults only 
rattling good story. 
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